
Church In 
Transition
Tell the Good News - The Big Issue

6th June 2021



Welcome
We are now back worshipping at Church in our In - 
Person services. We have decided that for the 
foreseeable future we will be continuing with our flexible 
worship patterns which will still blends on - line services, 
home deliveries and e - mailed copies of Church in 
Transition. 
Today’s service will be looking at: Philemon 1 v. 1 - 25
The theme for today’s service is: Tell The Good News ~ 
The Big Issue



Today’s service that is set out in this 
edition of Church In Transition includes 
Communion.
If you are still following us on the Church 
Website then please have your 
Communion ready with you in order to 
share at the appropriate time.
We hope that you will be able to engage 
with what has been produced for our 
Sunday Service and that you would 
indeed Know Reconciliation Through 
Forgiveness inn your own life today.





Psalm 23 v. 1 - 6 NLT
 
The Lord is my shepherd;
I have everything I need.
He lets me rest in green meadows;
He leads me besides peaceful streams.
He renews my strength.
He guides me along right paths,
Bringing honour to his name.
 
Even when I walk
Through the dark valley of death,
I will not be afraid,
For you are close beside me.
Your rod and your staff
Protect and comfort me.
 
You prepare a feast for me
In the presence of my enemies.
You welcome me as a guest,
Anointing my head with oil.
My cup overflows with blessings
Surely your goodness and unfailing love
Will pursue me all the days of my life,
And I will live in the house of the Lord
Forever.

Call To 
Worship



Opening 
Prayer
Father God thank you that you have brought each of us 
safely to this place. We gladly surrender our lives to you in 
worship and praise. As we gather we remember those 
who are not with us today - For those who are sick we ask 
for healing, and for those away from us we ask for your 
blessing to be on them.
We invite Your Holy Spirit to move freely amongst us. 
Come dwell in each of our hearts. Equip us, challenge us, 
comfort us, teach us. Inspire us as we learn more about 
your majestic ways. Father, as we meet now may we 
behold Your beauty and encounter your grace. We ask all 
this in the wonderful name of Jesus.
 
Thank you for the word that you have prepare for us 
during this time may it enrich and sanctify us according 
to your promises in Jesus Christ that you have given us. 
Thank you Lord for the grace that is sufficient to us, be 
with us until we finish for we ask and pray through the 
might name of our Lord Jesus.
 
Let us encourage each other and ourselves to make sure 
that we all remain in the presence of our God through 
Jesus Christ.
 
Lord Jesus, you declared yourself the way, the truth, and 



the life. Reveal to us today we pray, your truth, and inspire 
us we pray, with your life, that now and at all times we 
may find in you the way to the Father.
 
Loving Lord Jesus, in the security of this moment, we 
confess to you that we have often failed to live up to the 
reasonable expectations that you require of us. In the 
name of Jesus who welcomed sinners and lifted up the 
downcast, we ask you to forgive us for what we have 
done and what we have made of ourselves.
 
Today we celebrate your great love for us Lord. Today we 
celebrate Your mighty power, may we rest in Your 
presence bathe in Your goodness and celebrate your 
eternal life this day and always.
 
Refresh our faith we pray, in your willingness to accept us, 
help us enjoy our standing as your much loved children, 
and enable us to live lives in which you can take delight 
today, we pray.
 
We ask these prayers as we come to you this day, in the 
precious and glorious name of Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Saviour.
 
Amen





Song 
Suggestion

It Is Well With My Soul

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FexGqNDBK3g


Philemon 1 v. 1 - 25
New International Version
 
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy 
our brother,
 
To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker 
– 2 also to Apphia our sister and Archippus 
our fellow soldier – and to the church that 
meets in your home:
 
3 Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
 
Thanksgiving and prayer
 
4 I always thank my God as I remember you 
in my prayers, 5 because I hear about your 
love for all his holy people and your faith in 
the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that your partnership 
with us in the faith may be effective in 
deepening your understanding of every good 
thing we share for the sake of Christ. 7 Your 
love has given me great joy and 
encouragement, because you, brother, have 

Bible 
Reading



refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.
 
Paul’s plea for Onesimus
 
8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be 
bold and order you to do what you ought to 
do, 9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the 
basis of love. It is as none other than Paul – 
an old man and now also a prisoner of Christ 
Jesus – 10 that I appeal to you for my son 
Onesimus, who became my son while I was 
in chains. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, 
but now he has become useful both to you 
and to me.
 
12 I am sending him – who is my very heart – 
back to you. 13 I would have liked to keep 
him with me so that he could take your 
place in helping me while I am in chains for 
the gospel. 14 But I did not want to do 
anything without your consent, so that any 
favour you do would not seem forced but 
would be voluntary. 15 Perhaps the reason he 
was separated from you for a little while was 
that you might have him back for ever – 16 
no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, 
as a dear brother. He is very dear to me but 
even dearer to you, both as a fellow man 
and as a brother in the Lord.
 
17 So if you consider me a partner, welcome 
him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has 



done you any wrong or owes you anything, 
charge it to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this 
with my own hand. I will pay it back – not to 
mention that you owe me your very self. 20 I 
do wish, brother, that I may have some 
benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my 
heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your 
obedience, I write to you, knowing that you 
will do even more than I ask.
 
22 And one thing more: prepare a guest 
room for me, because I hope to be restored 
to you in answer to your prayers.
 
23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ 
Jesus, sends you greetings. 24 And so do 
Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my 
fellow workers.
 
25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with 
your spirit.





Today is a Sunday when we would normally share 
communion together. We come together today 
remembering the love and sacrifice that Jesus made on 
the Cross for our sins and for our forgiveness. We gather 
together here in Church or at home as the body of Christ 
in order to share the bread and the cup together.

We are able to do this by getting a small glass of red 
juice (fruit juice, squash etc.) and a small piece of bread 
and ‘sharing these elements’ at a time that is convenient 
to you.

(Normally as a church we will do this during the 
morning service at about 11.30 am)

Our normal practice is to say these words:

For I receive from the Lord what I pass on to you: The Lord 
Jesus, on the night that he was betrayed, took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, (you might like to pray at this 
point) he broke it and said ‘This is my body, which is for 
you; do this in remembrance of me.’ (This is the time to 
eat the bread). In the same way, after supper he took the 
cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; 
do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.’ (Now is the time to drink the cup). For whenever you 
eat of this bread and drink of this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.

Communion



1 Corinthians 11 v. 22 - 26

If you would like to do this today with us, if you are at 
home, then please do so, and may the Lord’s richest 
blessings be with you today.



Now that we find ourselves once again 
holding in-person services in church, 
we are able to give of our finances to 
the work of the Lord when we are in 
church.

However, if you feel that you are not 
ready to return to in-person services 
yet, please keep on giving with a 
cheerful and grateful heart, praising 
God for all that he has given to you until 
the time arises when you feel that you 
can physically meet with us again and 
share in the finances of the church.

Offering



Song 
Suggestion

How Deep The Father’s Love For Us

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A0CDqG5STPM




A high percentage of people in the Roman 
Empire were slaves. They formed an 
indispensable part of society. Not all were ill - 
treated; many held privileged positions in 
households and were loyal and trusted 
servants. Nonetheless, the legal penalties for 
runaway slaves were hard labour or even 
death.

Paul taught ‘all are one in Christ Jesus’. Yet 
he also wrote that slaves should be subject 
to their masters (Colossians 3 v. 22). His 
t e a c h i n g e m p h a s i s e d t h a t a n e w 
relationship and a new standard of 
behaviour were needed between Christian 
master and slave.

Bearing in mind that the response Philemon 
makes to this letter could mean life or death 
for Onesimus.

Church In 
Transition 
Thought



Have you ever wondered why Onesimus ran away from Philemon? The 
very different culture of those times can be difficult to understand - 
slaves were a normal part of life in the Roman world. Generally 
speaking they seem to have been treated fairly, though Paul’s warning 
in his letter to the Ephesians ‘not to treat your slaves harshly’ tells us 
that the slaves’ lives were not necessarily easy!

Philemon and Onesimus lived in Colossae and Onesimus had put a fair 
distance between himself and his master when he met Paul in Rome. 
Here he became a Christian and spent some time helping Paul. Paul 
knew that Onesimus could not stay with him, much as he would have 
liked him to, because Onesimus was legally the property of Philemon. 
Slaves were the property of their masters just like a piece of furniture. 
So Paul writes one of the most tactful letters possible and sends it to 
Philemon in the care of Onesimus. 

It’s the most personal of Paul’s letters, and indicates that he and 
Philemon were close friends. He could so easily have said, ‘Look 
Philemon, my good friend. I know Onesimus ran away from you, but 
he’s become a Christian and I’d like to keep him here. Is that OK with 
you?’

It’s important that Christians do not presume upon each other’s faith, 
and don’t treat them or their possessions lightly. Courtesy matters. For 
example, borrowed items (especially books!) should be returned, and 
no one’s service, however small, should be taken for granted.

Onesimus must have been terrified as, clutching Paul’s letter, he 
returned to Philemon. After all, the penalty for a slave who ran away 
was execution. We don’t know how Philemon responded - did he send 
Onesimus back to Paul with his blessing, or did he take him back as his 
Christian brother? Or did he punish Onesimus? 



What do you think you might have done in his position?

Onesimus and Philemon each had a responsibility. Onesimus was 
responsible to what he could to make restitution to Philemon; 
Philemon was responsible to accept the overtures of the repentant 
Onesimus. They had to let go of their old resentments. If we have 
wronged someone else, we need to accept responsibility for that and 
take steps toward making restitution. It is equally important, however, 
that we respond with forgiveness when others harm us. Bearing a 
grudge against someone else is destructive not only to the person we 
turn away; it also will fill us with unresolved bitterness, hindering our 
spiritual progress. 

Forgiveness and reconciliation, in that order, are essential parts of the 
Christian life. Revenge and retaliation are often tragic features of the 
lives of those who don’t know Jesus. Ethnic, racial and religious strife, 
warfare or atrocities are all due to someone saying, ‘They did that to 
us, so we’ll do this to them!’

Forgiveness is never easy. It means writing off the incident, obliterating 
that action or situation and not taking it into consideration in the rest 
of your dealings with them. Philemon must have found it hard to 
forgive Onesimus. 

Would he have felt able to take up Paul’s offer to repay him anything 
that Onesimus owed him, after reading Paul’s letter? We should be the 
first to forgive, unconditionally. We should be the first to ask for 
forgiveness where we have played even a small part in a fault.

Onesimus, in Greek, means ‘useful’, and Paul tells Philemon that while 
Onesimus might have previously been useless to him, he would now 
be very useful. Onesimus is mentioned again in Colossians 4 v. 9, 



where it is clear that he was proving useful in passing on to eager 
hearers all that he had learned from Paul.

Paul says that Timothy should preach God’s message whatever the 
cost (2 Timothy 4 v. 2). That’s easier said than done. Philemon is a 
classic story of faith and forgiveness in tension with risk and 
reconciliation.

Onesimus as we know is a slave who has stolen from his owner and 
then run away. The penalty if caught is death. He meets Paul who 
leads him to Christ (Philemon 1 v. 10). Paul greatly values his help 
during his imprisonment (Philemon 1v. 13, 16) but morally and legally 
must return Onesimus to Philemon. Look at the life and death factors 
within the story:
 
THE FAITH THEY SHARE
Paul’s attitude is based squarely on the foundation stone of faith 
(Philemon 1 v. 4, 5). He and Onesimus know: 
God’s love - they saw it at work when they met; and the work of Jesus 
and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Philemon’s faith will be tested too. He needs to overcome any doubt of 
Onesimus’ repentance and anger at Onesimus’ behaviour - he may 
feel let down. All this can generate fear. But true faith believes God is in 
control of events. Therefore, there is nothing to fear, whatever the 
outcome (Psalm 27 v. 1 - 3).

THE FAILURE THEY FEAR
That Philemon will not receive Onesimus back and truly forgive him the 
crime (Philemon 1 v. 15).

Will Philemon waive the punishment due and put the past behind him 



(Philemon 1v. 17)?

Here lurks the fear of failure. Such fear cripples many people today. It 
didn’t cripple Paul. He did what he had to do - in faith. Can Onesimus 
keep his nerve and resolution and depend on his new found faith as he 
travels back to Colossae? Will Philemon and Onesimus live out their 
belief? Has Paul judged the situation correctly (Philemon 1 v. 21)? Will 
Philemon hold a grudge?

Only one factor can make it work: it all depends upon everyone 
involved accepting the forgiveness that comes through Christ and 
trusting in the power of the Holy Spirit. Through forgiveness comes the 
healing of the situation - past, present and future.



God our Creator, Father and Friend, we give 
thanks today for the wonderful gift of life, 
with all its joys and responsibilities, its 
experiences and its opportunities. We praise 
you for good health and daily food, for the 
shelter and care of our homes, and the love 
and loyalty of our friends.

We are reminded of our responsibilities as 
your people to follow instructions and laws in 
order to be good disciples. When we hear 
and watch the news, we can see that times 
are difficult and as we long for what we 
consider normal times, help us to protect 
others and ourselves so, that one day soon 
we may be able to return to the church 
building to worship and sing our praises to 
you once again. Help us to remember that 
the church is not the building, the Church is 
the people. Help us Lord to work together as 
your people here in this place to stay 
connected with each other and with you 
through these ongoing, diff icult and 
challenging times.

Prayers of 
Intercession



We pray for our own Government and Governments around the world, 
that you will guide them in the difficult decisions that they are still 
having to make concerning the Pandemic within their own countries. 
We pray for peace in countries throughout the world where wars are 
still raging, bringing death, famine and terrible suffering to so many. 
God in your mercy, bring hope and peace we pray.

We pray today for the world - wide church and we pray especially for 
the local churches here in Huddersfield and for our own church family. 
We pray for all who minister to the community in whatever way and in 
whatever role, may you guide and support them in all that they do.
We continue to pray this day for the sick, both at home and in hospital, 
or hospice. We think of the elderly, the housebound and those in care 
homes. We pray for all those who care for their needs, both 
professionally and in the family. So again, as we share some moments 
of silence together, we bring before you those known only to ourselves 
and name them before you, Lord Jesus, in our hearts.

Loving Lord Jesus, we pray for our own families and friends. Lord we all 
face the normal ups and downs of life in many different ways. We 
thank you that Jesus knows our every situation. Help us today we pray 
to face the different situations we face with dignity and love. Give us 
peace in our hearts and minds when we have not been able to see or 
be with our families or friends for a long time.

And finally, Lord we pray for ourselves. Help us Lord to follow your 
example in all that we do and say as we journey with you. We place 
ourselves, this Church and all your people into your loving care. Please 
accept these our prayers, in Jesus name.
Amen



Song 
Suggestion

Lord, You Have My Heart

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zNQVbFjTwW0




Song 
Suggestion

I Will Offer Up My Life

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tYEo0DXclE




Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On Earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
The power, and the glory,
For ever and ever.
Amen

The Lord’s 
Prayer



May you see opportunities to bring hope, 
healing and peace where others do not. 
May you have the courage to speak up 
for those that get overlooked. May you 
be aware of God’s spirit at work in the 
words you speak, in the safe spaces you 
create and the relationships that you 
build. You are loved by God, and as you 
leave this place may those you 
encounter know they are loved too. 
Amen

Blessing


