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For the purposes of our Bible Studies, we will be using Life Builder Study 
Series (Inter-Varsity Press). Our theme for these studies is: The Twelve 
Disciples. The studies were originally written by Douglas Connelly, but 
we will be modifying them in order that they become more usable for 
home study as we seek to transition between the church building and 
our homes during the next several weeks.

These studies give us the opportunity to study the Bible in a greater 
depth and to reflect on what it is saying to us. If you will be doing the 
studies at home, it is suggested that you do the study on Wednesday 
morning, for an hour, starting at 10.30 am. Get yourself a tea or coffee, 
a Bible pen and paper (for any notes you want to make) and begin 
studying. 

Hope that you enjoy it!
Pastor Ian

Welcome
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Jesus had about three years to mould a dozen fearful and faithless 
men into the pillars of a worldwide movement. Despite this brief 
window, time spent with Jesus had a transforming effect on each of 
them; most would be inspire and emboldened to proclaim him as the 
saviour against great opposition. Through these ten studies, we too 
can experience the deep change that only time in Jesus’ presence can 
bring.

Context
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The purpose of the study is to examine and begin to correct the 
inconsistencies between our Christian profession and our Christian life

Fishing was a thriving industry around the Sea of Galilee in the first 
century. Peter and Andrew worked together as a team and now Jesus 
calls them to be fishers of men. The process of becoming a disciple is 
slow and at times painful. Discipleship is always costly too. The goal of 
following Jesus was to draw others into a relationship with him. It’s 
clear from John 1 v. 35 – 42 that Peter and Andrew and likely John had 
prior acquaintance with Jesus. These men were probably with Jesus at 
the wedding in Cana too. Perhaps Jesus had told them that a call to a 
deeper commitment would be coming. Their motives for following him 
may have been to satisfy their own spiritual hunger or to have a place 
of prominence in the coming kingdom – or some combination of 
several motives.

Jesus had spent more than a year demonstrating to these men that 
he was the promised Messiah of Israel, God with us. Until they 
understood who Jesus is, they would not begin to comprehend what 
he had come to earth to do. Jesus’ command to silence was a way of 
safeguarding his identity from being misused by those who would 
make him king and stir up rebellion against Rome.

Some Thoughts To 
Help You While You 
Study
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The disciples had grasped that Jesus was the Messiah, but now they 
needed to have their understanding of what the Messiah would do 
corrected. Jesus would wrap himself in a servant’s towel rather than 
wear a warrior’s armour. Jesus’ explanation of his own approaching 
suffering cut to the heart of what Peter expected from Israel’s 
promised Deliverer. Peter saw Jesus’ arrest and death as marks of 
failure and defeat, not the way to success and victory. No one in first 
century Israel was saying that the Messiah should suffer. Jesus’ words 
were scandalous! Jesus may have been willing to endure Peter’s 
rebuke personally, but when he saw the other disciples listening, he 
rebuked Peter in return.

Jesus uses the same words to rebuke Peter in Mark 8 v. 33 that he 
used against Satan himself in Matthew 4 v. 10 when Jesus was 
tempted in the wilderness.

A wrong view of messiahship leads to a wrong view of discipleship. If 
we follow Jesus as a path to recognition or wealth or prestige, we have 
the wrong view of what discipleship involves. Following Jesus means 
picking up a cross. It is important to realise that Jesus is not talking in 
these verses about Salvation; he’s talking about becoming a Disciple. 
We are saved by God’s grace through faith; we follow Jesus in this 
world by losing our lives for him and for the Gospel.
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We know more about Simon Peter than about any of the other 
disciples – but even his names reveal some of the issues he struggles 
with. Simon was his personal name; it meant ‘impulsive’, ‘unsteady’. 
Jesus is the one who gave him the name Peter or ‘rock’; Jesus saw 
what the man would become. 

PERSONAL REFLECTION: What descriptive name do you think Jesus 
would give you and why? Do you evaluate yourself as a follower of 
Jesus in light of the past, the present or the future? What can you do to 
focus yourself more on the potential that Jesus sees in you rather than 
on past failures or present struggles?

The Gospels are full of stories about Peter. He is always on stage, either 
at the centre of things or waiting to insert in almost every scene. He 
acts and speaks impulsively and often puts his foot squarely in his 
mouth. Occasionally, however, Peter gets it right. Some of the most 
startling declarations about Jesus and loyalty to Jesus comes from 
the lips of Peter – and then in the next breath he is denying or 
correcting Jesus or even, as we will see in this study, rebuking Jesus.
Peter’s call to be a committed follower of Jesus is recorded in all four 
Gospels. He had been acquainted with Jesus for several months, but 
now he responds to Jesus’ call to leave his former life behind. Read 
Mark 1 v. 16 - 20

Study 2 - Simon Peter
(Defending and Rebuking the saviour)
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QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT:

What task does Jesus call Simon and Andrew to (Mark 1 v. 17), and 
what are they willing to leave behind as they follow him?

Peter and the other three men had met Jesus before this and had 
spent time with him (John 1 v. 35 – 42; 2 v. 1 – 11). Why do you think they 
were now willing to embrace this new level of loyalty to Jesus?

Now go on to read Mark 8 v. 27 – 38

This encounter took place at about the midpoint of Jesus’ three – year 
public ministry. The opinions of other people about Jesus were really 
quite flattering. What about Jesus’ ministry would have led people to 
conclude that he was: The revived John the Baptist? Elijah? One of 
God’s prophets? What was lacking in these opinions of Jesus?

The disciples had been with Jesus more than a year. Why was Jesus 
so interested in their conclusions about who he was? How would you 
personally answer Jesus’ question – who is he to you?

Why do you think Jesus tells the disciples to keep quiet about his 
identity?

What does Jesus talk about next, and why is he so intent to 
communicate this truth to these men?

Why does Peter rebuke Jesus? How was Jesus’ teaching different from 
what Peter expected?
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What temptation from Satan does Jesus perceive in Peter’s rebuke? 
(Mark 8 v. 33)

Jesus’ rebuke of Peter is followed by his dramatic teaching to his 
disciples and to the crowd about the cost and the gain of following 
him (Mark 8 v. 34 – 38). What is Jesus trying to get Peter (and all his 
followers) to realise about discipleship?

What change do you think Jesus wanted to see in Peter as the result of 
this encounter? What change does Jesus want to see in you because 
of your exposure to this passage?
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The almost unanimous testimony of the early church is that Peter went 
to Rome in around A.D. 61 and was martyred there, condemned to 
death by the Emperor Nero. Several legends eventually emerged 
about Peter’s death, but our most reliable testimony comes from the 
Early Church historian Eusebius. He says that Peter’s wife was crucified 
first and that Peter was forced to watch her death. Peter conducted 
himself with such courage that his Roman jailer was moved to believe 
in Jesus. When it came time for his execution, Peter asked to be 
crucified head down and feet up since he did not consider himself 
worthy to die as his Lord had. In the end Peter gave his life as a 
testimony of his faith in and loyalty to Jesus.
What would you want your family and friends to say about you after 
you die? What are you doing right now to build that testimony?

Prayerfully read Jesus’ call to discipleship in Mark 8 v. 34 – 38 and ask 
Jesus to give you a willing spirit to follow him fully.

Now or Later


