
 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 

For the purposes of our Bible Studies we will be using A Life 
Builder Bible Study. Our Theme for these studies is: Proverbs 
(Learning To Live Wisely). The studies were originally written 
by William Mouser, but we will be modifying them in order that 
they become more usable for both home study and Church 
study. 
 

These studies give us the opportunity to study the Bible in a 
greater depth and to reflect on what it is saying to us.  
 
If you will be doing the studies from home, it is suggested that 
you do the study on a Wednesday morning, for an hour, starting 
at 10.30am. Get yourself a tea or coffee, a Bible, pen and paper 
(for any notes you want to make) and begin studying. 
Hope that you enjoy it! 

         Pastor Ian 

 

CONTEXT: There are ‘how to’ books on virtually every activity 
under the sun. We can pick up or polish any number of new skills 
that contributes to success in our careers, relationships or finances. 
But one book of the Bible – PROVERBS – specialises in real 
wisdom for all of life. Understanding it will give us direction that is 
practical, godly and shrewd, and will bless us richly. 
 

 

 

All of us have spheres of living where we, like the simpleton in Proverbs 7, 
have little choice but to believe what we are told. What are some of these 
areas in your life? How could you gain more wisdom in those areas? 
 

Consider a practical project issue that most people face from time to time 
– maybe buying a car. What ‘dangers’ (Proverbs 27 v. 12) might you face as 
you proceed? 
What should you do to ‘take refuge’ from them without abandoning the 
situation? 
What consequences might you suffer if you don’t take precautions? 
 

It’s one thing to know we are naïve in this or that respect and quite another 
to develop the character strength called prudence. What can you begin 
doing now that will make you more prudent in the future? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Something to do 
NOW OR LATER 

 

Read Proverbs 14 v. 18, 19 v. 25 and 21 v. 11. 
 
What else do you learn about gaining wisdom from these 
passages? 
(A space to make some notes) 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus said:  
‘Be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves’.  

(Matthew 10 v. 16). 
 
Pray for wisdom like that and maybe write your prayer in the 
space below: 
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P. T. Barnum was fond of saying: ‘A sucker is born every minute’. From 
Solomon’s point of view, every one of us was born ‘simple’, that is gullible, 
credulous, naïve. But while Barnum saw human gullibility as an opportunity 
for profit, the Proverbs see the condition as a character weakness to be 
corrected. All around us people appeal to our gullibility in one area or 
another. If we’re to escape with our money, health and integrity intact, we 
need to develop what the Proverbs call prudence. 
 

PERSONAL REFLECTION: Young children are naïve or simple in all areas of 
life. All of us remain naïve or simple in some areas. In what ways do you 
think you are naïve? Why does this happen, and do you find it to be positive 
or negative to be naïve? 
 

The first practical step to wisdom is to identify the simpleton in ourselves. 
The book of Proverbs in this study are a mirror that lets us see where and 
how we are naïve. And more than that, they will set us on the road to 
wisdom. 
 

Read Proverbs 7 v. 1 - 27 
 

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT: 
 

How does Proverbs 7 v. 1 – 5 and 24 – 27 provide a frame for this passage? 
 

Describe the scene set out in Proverbs 7 v. 6 – 13. 
 

Put yourself in the place of the young man here. What factors make this a 
tempting situation? 
 

What does the seductress say that is probably true (Proverbs 7 v. 14 – 19)? 
What does she say (or imply) that is actually false? 
 

Men and women ‘without judgment’ can be persuaded to do foolish things 
other than adultery. Following the logic of the seductress, give another 
example of how someone could be persuaded to do something foolish? 
 

Does the warning in Proverbs 7 v. 24 – 27 seem overly dramatic to you? 
Why or why not? 
 

Proverbs 14 v. 15 says: ‘A simple man believes anything, but a prudent man 
gives thought to his step’. Proverbs 27 v. 12 says: ‘The prudent see danger 
and take refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it’. How are these 
Proverbs about the simpleton exemplified in the young man in Proverbs 7? 
 
 
 

 

Some Thoughts To Help You While You Study 

The purpose of the study is to recognise the simpleton in ourselves 
by developing a simpleton’s profile from selected Proverbs. 

 

Proverbs 7 v. 1 – 5 & 24 – 27 are a father’s words to his son. There is no reason 
to doubt that what Solomon describes in these verses is something he actually 
witnessed from his own palace, which overlooked the streets of Jerusalem. 
 

The scene takes place at dusk. A young man, seemingly at loose ends, meets 
a woman with definite designs on fulfilling her own lusts. 
 

Often we can be persuaded to do something that proves to be foolish. Assault, 
murder and mayhem are not uncommon consequences of what we read 
about in Proverbs 7. 
 

The young man believes the woman because he is too naïve to see through 
her cheap flattery. He never considers the consequences of taking her 
invitation, so he is wholly unprepared for the trouble that will sooner or later 
befall him. 
 

An area of ‘simpleness’ might include negotiating a house sale, investing a 
large amount of money from an inheritance, purchasing a new car. 
 

Prudence is acquired through knowledge and experience no matter what the 
area of living.  
 

Here is some space for you to think these answers through. Why not 
make a note of your understanding: 
 

STUDY 2 – THE SIMPLE 
 


