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Welcome
We are now back worshipping at Church in our in-person 
services, but have decided that for the foreseeable future 
we will be continuing with our flexible worship patterns 
which will still blend online services, home deliveries and 
emailed copies of Church In Transition.
Today’s service will be looking at: Daniel 3 v. 1 - 30
The theme for today’s service is: The Omnipotence Of 
God



Today’s service that is set out in this 
edition of Church In Transition is looking 
at The Authority of God in his 
intervention in the lives of Daniel’s three 
friends in the Fiery Furnace. We hope 
that you will be able to engage with 
what we have produced for this Sunday 
Service and that you would indeed 
Know The Omnipotence of God in your 
own life today.



Psalm 108 v. 1 - 5 NLT
My heart is confident in you, O God;
No wonder I can sing your praises!
Wake up, my soul!
Wake up, O harp and lyre!
I will waken the dawn with my song.
I will thank you, Lord, in front of all the 
people.
I will sing your praises among the 
nations.
For your unfailing love is higher than the 
heavens.
Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
Be exalted, O God, above the highest 
heavens.
May your glory shine over all the earth.

Call To 
Worship



Song 
Suggestion

O Lord My God

Bless The Lord, O My Soul

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=awiFgicTP8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E


Opening 
Prayer
Thank you for the freedom to be amongst 
your family here today, meeting together in 
the warmth of your embrace.
 
Loving and gracious God we thank you for 
the past week. The conversations we have 
had and the tasks that we have carried out. 
We thank you that we are able to come to 
you just as we are, weary, tired and looking 
for direction. Imperfect and with many 
faults, but even so you accept us just as we 
are and you love us just the same. 
 
Thank you that in worship we can put aside, 
the uncertainties of this world and rest upon 
the certainties of the Kingdom, for your 
promises are not changeable as those of 
the world might be, but immovable and 
eternal.
 
We thank you that we are still able to come 
before you in the busyness of our day, to 
worship you, and to offer ourselves in 
service to you. Help us, Lord to be still in your 
presence, be still in our hearts and minds as 



we prepare to hear your word. So, as we 
come together at this time we do so with an 
open heart and an open mind. Help us to 
hear what you are saying to us but not just 
hear but to act also. 
 
Thank you that we can bring to your feet all 
the hurts and fears that trouble us, and 
leave them there, knowing that your 
strength and assurance are all that we 
require.

Help us to encourage each other Lord, and 
not to criticise, to build up and not to knock 
down, to develop and move forward on our 
journey of faith together. 

Thank you Lord God for the opportunity of 
being with you today.
 
Amen



Now that we find ourselves once again 
holding in-person services in church, we 
are able to give of our finances to the 
work of the Lord when we are in church.

However, if you feel that you are not 
ready to return to in-person services yet, 
please keep on giving with a cheerful 
and grateful heart, praising God for all 
that he has given to you until the time 
arises when you feel that you can 
physically meet with us again and share 
in the finances of the church.

Offering





Daniel 3 v. 1 - 30 New International Version
The Image of Gold and the Blazing Furnace
 
3 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of 
gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and 
set it up on the plain of Dura in the province 
of Babylon. 2 He then summoned the satraps, 
prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, 
judges, magistrates and all the other 
provincial officials to come to the dedication 
of the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps, 
prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, 
judges, magistrates and all the other 
provincial officials assembled for the 
dedication of the image that King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood 
before it.
 
4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations 
and peoples of every language, this is what 
you are commanded to do: 5 As soon as you 
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, 
harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you must 
fall down and worship the image of gold that 
King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever 

Bible 
Reading



does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a 
blazing furnace.”
 
7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, 
lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the nations and peoples of every 
language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
 
8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the 
Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever! 
10 Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who hears the 
sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music 
must fall down and worship the image of gold, 11 and that whoever 
does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 
But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no 
attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor 
worship the image of gold you have set up.”
 
13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego. So these men were brought before the king, 14 and 
Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of 
gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, 
zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall 
down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not 
worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then 
what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”
 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King 
Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in 
this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we 



serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your 
Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your 
Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold 
you have set up.”
 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the 
furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded 
some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these 
men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were 
bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command 
was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed 
the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and 
these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.
 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and 
asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw 
into the fire?”
 
They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.”
 
25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound 
and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”
 
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing 
furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of 
the Most High God, come out! Come here!”
 
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the 
satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. 
They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of 



their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no 
smell of fire on them.
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his 
servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and 
were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god 
except their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any 
nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned 
into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”
 
30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the 
province of Babylon.





Nebuchadnezzar sent out a decree -
that you must bow down to the image you 
see -
bow to an image, an image of gold.
Do as he tells you and do as your told.

This he demands and this he requires -
or you will be thrown in the hottest of fires.
Well everyone bowed - got down on their 
knee -
worshiping idols - except for these three...

Well Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego -
they didn't bow down, they wouldn't go.
The king found out (old Nebuchadnezzar),
that they had said "no", that they said "never".

So then the great king with an angry old 
glance,
demanded they bow, gave them one last 
chance.
The king said to worship, worship it now,
but they wouldn't do it - they wouldn't bow.

So into the fire the three men were thrown -
but to the Heavens, their prayers were well-

The Fiery 
Furnace



known.
Though seven times hotter those wicked 
flames swirled,
the miracle? God's, for this is His world.

The three were found walking the big furnace 
floor,
the king had to see it, but then he saw... four.
Angelic, the presence, protecting the three,
so no one was injured and that he could see.

So from the hot furnace, the king brought 
them out.
Their God had protected. There wasn't a 
doubt.
Nebuchadnezzar and all his men learned
that no single hair [on their heads] was 
burned.

So the king was convinced and then had 
become -
strong in their faith because their God won.
Yes, God is much bigger than all He created,
protects all his children - even if hated.

The moral to story, of this Bible poem?
Follow God faithfully. Just start to know Him -
and next time you're tested, threatened or 
tried,
smile through your trials. Let God be your 
guide.





When we ask the question: Who is your 
favourite super - hero of all time?; I wonder 
what your answer might be. One of my 
favourite all – time superhero’s has to be 
Superman! What is it about Superman that 
makes him such a great hero? Is it his 
amazing power? Is it his outstretched arm, 
with which he flies effortlessly through the 
air? Is it because he wears those big glasses 
that nobody recognises who he is? 
 
When Clarke Kent’s alto – ego Superman 
steps out into the limelight, he does so, in 
order to rescue the world, and you would 
never know it was Clarke Kent, the mild - 
mannered news reporter! 
 
As we look at the passage from Daniel 3 v. 1 - 
30 we are thinking about the immense power 
of God, greater than anything else in the 
universe. It is that power which brought the 
world and everything in it into existence. It is 
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tempting to think of God a bit like Superman, but we must remember 
that God is not a Superman, he is in fact Creator of all that has been 
and will forever be. Now that is something special!
 
There is a wonderful passage in Isaiah which talks of him in those 
terms, even mentioning his power, his outstretched arm, and the shout 
that goes up when people see what he is doing! 'There is good news ... 
Shout it as loud as you can ... "Your God is here!" Look, the powerful Lord 
is coming to rule with his mighty arm' (Isaiah 40 v. 9 - 11 CEV). 
 
But there are three big differences between God and Superman. Firstly, 
God wants everyone to know who he is – there are no disguises. 
Secondly, he is infinitely powerful and nothing can stop him – he has 
no limitations. Thirdly and best of all - he is real! God is not a fictional 
made – up character like Superman, he is Creator, all sustaining, God.
 
Listen to some more of the passage from Isaiah: 'The Lord cares for his 
nation, just as shepherds care for their flocks. He carries the lambs in 
his arms, while gently leading the mother sheep' (Isaiah 40 v. 11). 
 
In the passage that we have read today, we not only hear about God's 
power, but we also read about how he uses it to care for those who 
honour him; and that can include us.
 
We all face situations in which we are tempted to do things that are 
wrong. Sometimes there are consequences for not going along with 
the crowd. This fact is clearly illustrated in the story of the fiery furnace. 
The penalty for not going with the flow was death by burning. When we 
stand for what is right and refuse to go along with the crowd, we may 
suffer persecution, but we must stand firm. In the end, God will reward 
those who remain faithful to him.
 



Before we look at how God did this in the passage from Daniel 3, it 
would be good to understand a little of who the three friends of Daniel 
were. 
 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were captives from Judah who 
served in the court of King Nebuchadnezzar – who refused an order to 
bow down to a pagan image and so incurred the king’s white – hot 
wrath. Nebuchadnezzar ordered them bound, then tossed into a large, 
superheated oven. The intense heat killed the men who carried out the 
king’s orders but had no effect on the three, other than to burn away 
the ropes that bound them.
 
When the astonished king saw what had happened – and that a fourth 
figure who looked ‘like a divine being’ walked among them – he told 
them to come out. They did so, unhurt and without a hint of smoke on 
them. Nebuchadnezzar promoted them all and issued a harsh decree 
prohibiting anyone in his kingdom from speaking a word against their 
God.
 
What gives these three young men the courage to stand up for their 
belief; what gives them the strength to risk their lives in a public show 
of loyalty to God; can be found in some of the words that they said to 
the king before their ordeal.
 
GOD HONOURS THOSE WHO WORSHIP HIM 
 
In Daniel 3 v. 17 it says: ‘The God whom we serve . . .’ These three young 
men did not merely go to worship or occasionally read their Scriptures. 
They made it a habit to serve God continually.
 
We won't be called upon to bow down to gold statues, but there are 
equivalents. When we become so devoted to our computer or car or 



music or home or work or possessions that God gets put in second 
place, it is as if we are worshipping them rather than the true God. 
 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused to let anything come 
between them and the love they had for the Lord. God showed them in 
the most spectacular way that he loves it when people do this.
 
GOD IS ALL POWERFUL
 
Unlike the statue, which was just a shiny lump of gold, God has all the 
power of the universe at his command. He used it to create everything 
there is. If he can look after such a vast enterprise, surely he can look 
after us! 
 
Similarly, in Daniel 3 v. 17 it continues to say: ‘. . . is able to save us’. 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego knew and loved a mighty Lord with 
infinite power.
 
GOD IS STILL GOD, EVEN WHEN HE CHOOSES NOT TO RESCUE US
 
It goes on to say in Daniel 3 v. 17: ‘He will rescue us from your power’. 
The three friends knew that power alone wouldn’t cut it – 
Nebuchadnezzar had that and threatened to use it to kill them. But 
they expected that omnipotence, directed by infinite love, would 
change history.
 
We know from our own experience that God doesn't always take our 
difficulties away. Sometimes we have to go through hard times with 
him, not avoid hard times because of him. 
 
The remarkable fact about our heroes is that they knew God could 
rescue them but didn't presume that he would have to. 'Even if he 



doesn't save us,' they declared, 'he is still 
God and we will still love and worship 
him' (Daniel 3 v. 18). Daniel’s compatriots 
trusted their lives to a sovereign God. 
They expected him to act on their behalf, 
but they also knew that God has the right 
and the wisdom to move in ways he 
thinks best – which sometimes means 
that he does what we don’t expect or 
desire.
 
As Nebuchadnezzar himself would learn 
in a few years, God ‘has the power to do 
as he pleases among the angels of 
heaven and with those who live on earth. 
No one can stop him or challenge him, 
saying ‘what do you mean by doing 
these things?’’ (Daniel 4 v. 35) 
 
That is the way to face our problems - 
with faith in the power of God and trust to 
let him do what is best. 
 
We could ask the question: ‘What did 
D a n i e l ’ s f r i e n d s l e a r n f r o m t h i s 
experience’? The answer could almost 
inequitably be: ‘That these three men 
found in God the strength they needed to 
risk their lives for him’.



Song 
Suggestion

Jesus Be The Centre

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are 
Gone)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNOLwKGgGWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbe7OruLk8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbe7OruLk8I




Loving Heavenly Father, it gives us joy and 
delight to be in your presence this day. To 
know that you are indeed our Lord and 
Saviour. To you all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts today we pray, by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and therefore worthily magnify your holy 
name this day.
 
Loving God, we lift up in prayer today, the 
community in which we worship, and those 
whose lives interweave ours. We pray for the 
many churches in Huddersfield; may their 
lives of worship and service be used by you, 
may they be guided by your Spirit, and may 
they be filled with the joy of the risen Lord 
Jesus; and may they, along with us here 
today, be brought into a deeper partnership 
as we celebrate and serve you where we find 
ourselves.
 
We pray for the many local schools in this 
area. May they be places where children, 
young people and staff are prized for who 
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they are; where good education is passed on to the upcoming 
generations for the good of their lives and the communities that they 
are part of.
 
We pray for those whose occupation is to serve this community. We 
pray for health workers, police, emergency services and all those who 
contribute to the lives of this community. May they, together with all 
who live here, help this to be a better community where need is met 
and hope is given.
 
For a moment in the quietness of this day, we pray, Lord Jesus, for 
those who have served in our church and in the world, but who are no 
longer with us. We thank you, loving Lord, for all those who have heard 
the call of Jesus, and have responded with their lives. W thank you for 
those who have shared their faith with us. In silence now we name 
before you those who have served us in special ways, influenced our 
lives and lead us nearer to you. As we learn from both their successes 
and failures, so may we offer ourselves as servants of your kingdom 
today we pray.
 
Finally, Heavenly Father, we continue to pray for those who have lost 
loved ones. We especially pray for The Queen and Royal Family as they 
continue to morn the loss of Prince Philip. Give them guidance and 
strength in the days that lie ahead. Be with all those who grief and 
have lost loved ones over the course of this Pandemic. Help them as 
you help us to see the brighter days of what the future hold for us all. 
We ask all of these prayers in the powerful and wonderful name of 
Jesus.
Amen



Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
On Earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
The power, and the glory,
For ever and ever.
Amen

The Lord’s 
Prayer



Song 
Suggestion

Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2tKVqZZiI4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErwiBz1QA4o


Go gently into the remainder of this day. 
Go hopefully into the week that lies 
ahead. 
Listen for the places where God is 
speaking. 
Watch for the places where you can 
help, and be helped. 
Be assured that God is with you. 
 
To him who is able to keep you; 
to God our Saviour be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power. 
Both now and forever In the power and 
presence of the Holy Spirit 
And in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen

Blessing


